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Many folks were disappointed 
that the Three Phase was the 
week prior to the clinic.  The 
kids really enjoyed the oppor-
tunity to practice running 
poles and barrels.  They have 
these classes at some of the 
RMH shows this year.  By the 
end of the clinic, the kids 
were excited about trying 
something new.  We were 
glad to have everyone here. 
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     Stoner Ridge Farm was 
host to the RMH Youth and 
adult auditors for the Youth 
Round Up held on May 22nd.  
Robert and crew had worked 
all week making improve-
ments and planning a program 
that would provide lots of 
information for the young 
people coming to the clinic.  
Six folks brought horses 
which was a perfect number 
with which to work. 
     The clinic began with an 
introduction and demo on 
showing horses in conforma-
tion.  Robert used Branson 
and Nugget to show what to 
look for in a good conforma-
tion horse and how the way a 
horse is built usually deter-

mines his way of going.  
Participants learned about 
handling their horses safely 
and how to lead and show 
them.  Basic horsemanship 
was addressed in the round 
pen.  The importance of re-
spect was stressed and how 
horses need to learn to be 
flexible on the ground and 
under saddle.  We broke for 
lunch and had a good time 
visiting with everyone but 
before we knew it, it was 
time to go back to work.  
Erin did a great dressage 
demo  -  training level which 
included a canter.  Everyone 
was really interested in 
gaited dressage and teaching 
their own horse to canter.  

     Robert just returned from 
another trip to Southfork, 
Iowa where he enjoyed work-
ing with Joe and Sandy 
Minard and Sandy’s sister, 
Linda Gowdy.  The Minard’s 
have several Mountain Horses 
now but there is no one in 

their area to help them learn 
more about them.  This year, 
Robert worked on trail riding 
skills.  He also worked with 
Millie who pulls a cart.  He 
had a great time and saw some 
beautiful country side while he 
was gone.  We appreciate the 
opportunity to work with this 
fine family and their horses.�
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     The Three Phase was an-
other great opportunity to work 
with our horses this year.  It is 
such a different venue.  We 
were really busy because we 
took 5 horses.  Competition was 
strong.  There were about 20 
horses all together.  For the first 
time, we had horses at the event 
for Martha Gilley  -  Lilly Bean 
and David James.  Both were 
ridden by Mike.  Robert had 

     Welcome to the Hunt 
family and Rockin’ Your 
Blues Away. Darby is 
taking lessons with Erin.  
We also welcome Mi-
chelle Campbell and her 
two horses:  Feathers and 
The Most Beautiful 
Horse.  We are enjoying 
these great folks! 

two horses as well.  This year 
was the first time he worked at 
the Training Level.  Penny and 
Jazzy did well each placing 
fourth in their divisions.  Lau-
ren had a great ride on Jazzy 
and placed first again this year.   
She had an especially good 
cross country ride with a near 
perfect time. Mike won the Be-
ginner Novice Division and he 
and Charlie were tied in Novice 
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after dressage and Stadium 
Obstacle.  Mike came in just 
six seconds over his time and 
was feeling great.  Charlie 
riding Silver, however, was 
just a little faster which en-
abled him to win the cross 
country leg of the event.   He 
also won the High Point Nov-
ice overall and the AGMH 
High Point.  Congratulations 
to these outstanding horses.   

"	#�'�
������&��
	��������#���
����$�
*���
����
���+�

	����

"	#��+�����
��
��������������*���
�
���
���+�
*��%�
��
������

	��	�

�	#��
��
���

��,+�
���$�
(��!�����

�������
��)�

	����
	����

"	#�����
���


���-
�������.���*��%�
��
��

	�
����
	�
��

�	#�,��
��������
�
*�
���������/#�


�����

�	�

"	#�*��
�����$�
�.���*��%�
��
������

������
�����

�	�#��,��
��������
�
���#���
����&�

����	����
���
��

Important Dates 
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     Charlie, Erin, and Tim took Penny, 
Silver, and Pepper to the ACTHA ride 
held in Stanton last week.  The Ameri-
can Competitive Trail Horse Association 
provides an opportunity for the trail 
horse to gain respect.  How many times 
do we hear, “I just want a trail horse?” 
Trail horses are among some of the most 
skilled mounts that you will see any-
where.  ACTHA provides the opportu-
nity to  accumulate life-time points for 
your horse.  Both riders and horses are 
scored.  Everyone can ride out in a group 
regardless of their competition level.  
Obstacles themselves are timed but the 
ride itself is not.  There is a stipulation 
(that we realized after arriving at the 
event) that  shank bits require riders to 
complete the obstacles with one hand.  
The rules stated “western curb bits” 
would be bound by this rule.  Since we 
weren’t riding “western” we didn’t think 
it applied.  The first ride had this rule 
waived.  The horses did pretty well any-
way.  Charlie was only one point away 
from the winning first place ride on 
Penny.  Tim got 8th in a large pleasure 
division on Pepper and Erin placed 7th 
on Silver in the Open division.  Every-
one had a good time riding. 
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     The rain held off for the North Mid-
dletown Charity Horse Show this year.  
The ladies group, as usual, did an out-
standing job with homemade pies and 
cakes.  Since UMH classes are alternated 
with Walking Horses there is more time 
to talk with everyone and enjoy a fun 
event.  We only took 5 horses because of 
the class schedule.  They all performed 
well. More information is on the web 
site on the Champions page. 
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     We had a great time Memorial Day 
weekend with Steve and Sydney here all 
the way from MN.  Steve had been up to 
Gary Niedert’s for a Ritchie Wingfield 
clinic.  Gary had some nice horses for sale 
and Steve bought My Sweet Sydney, a 4 
year old trail pleasure mare by El Cid.  
She’s a beautiful red chocolate color with 
a nice gait.  We will begin showing her 
once she’s had a little more riding time.  
In addition to My Sweet Sydney, Gary 
gave Steve another mare, Sundown Spe-
cial.  She’s by Kilburn’s Chocolate Sun-
down out of a Yankee mare.  This pedigree 
makes her really close in linage to Tobe.  
I’m going to learn how to figure the per-
centage of Tobe.  While a good horse is a 
good horse, many folks like to know the % 
of Tobe for breeding purposes.  We bred 
Special to Silver this week and will have 
her checked in a couple of weeks to see if 
she is in foal.  Steve has decided to branch 
out and develop a breeding program.  
Jazzy will be bred soon as well.  We’ll 
continue to work with her this year and 
after the foal is born.  Jazzy has so much 
talent.  One of the highlights of Steve’s trip 
here was to get to ride Jazzy without a bri-
dle.  That is a pretty daunting undertaking 
but it is truly awesome to see. 

     I’m not sure what got into these guys 
last week.  Could it be a case of “Anything 
you can do I can do better?”  Maybe it’s 
more like, When the cat’s away the mice 
will play (You know Robert WAS in Iowa 
last week).  What a surprise when I 
checked facebook at lunch and saw none 
other that Michael Butler standing on 
Wrangler’s back.  Charlie got into the act a 
little later with Silver.  No, in reality every-
body worked hard last week keeping all 
Robert’s horses ridden as well as their 
own.  These guys do a great job whether 
the “boss man’s” here or not!   

     It won’t be long before the World Eques-
trian Games will be here!  Congratulations 
to Erin and Blueberry for being added to the 
RMH Quadrille.  Nugget is one of the 
horses of another color and will be perform-
ing as well.  All we know is that the per-
formance will be between Sept. 25 and Sept. 
28.  We’ll let you know times as soon as we 
know.   General tickets are only $25.  Make 
plans now to attend 2010 WEG! 
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     We would like to welcome Lisa Sidwell 
to our training staff.  She graduated from 
Midway on May 15th with degrees in 
Equine Management and Equitation In-
struction.  She has great horsemanship 
skills.  Lisa’s responsibilities will include 
working with foals, yearlings, starting new 
horses, and developing her own string of 
horses to ride and show.  I hope she will 
also be able to help me with some com-
puter work  -  she’s a whiz when it comes 
to technology.  In addition to her studies, 
Lisa had a very successful show season last 
year winning the KMSHA High Point for 
Western and Four Gait.  She’s starting off 
well with her first 2010 win at NC with CJ. 
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     Mary Lipginski slipped and fell re-
cently breaking her arm in two places.   
We really hated to hear this.  Mary just 
loves to show and trail ride her horses.  
Please keep her in your thoughts and 
prayers that she will heal quickly. 


