
never know how much benefit 
will result from your generous 
contributions.  Our next show for 
the month was the Bourbon 
County Fair and Horse Show 
held right here in Paris.  This fair 
has a long tradition of community 
support.  John Sosby is the Fair 
Board chair.  He worked at Clai-
borne Farms for years and han-
dled such famous horses as Secre-
tariat on a daily basis.  How awe-
some is that?  He is a super nice 
guy and I’m glad to help out 
where I can.  It was a good show 
this year.  Ella Tillery and Ruby 
were in the lead line class looking 
as pretty as ever.  They are really 
growing up!  We were excited to 

     The Stidham Memorial was 
held the first weekend in June 
under sunny skies.  Horses made 
some great shows.  Congratula-
tions to Jazzy on her Mares CTP 
win. Branson also won his two 
year old class.  Silver placed re-
serve in Stallions Trail Pleasure 
and in the Trail Pleasure Champi-
onship. Lauren, Tim, and Marcia 
all showed Pepper’s Just Plain 
Pretty and placed in their classes.  
MX Wrangler did a nice job his 
first time showing with us placing 
5th in the Stallions Trail Pleasure 
Class. There was a limited num-
ber of classes so some horses who 
normally show didn’t go this time.   
The show was a fund raiser for the 

Powell County Basketball  
Boosters.  We appreciate all the 
help the show manager, Julie 
Clark brings to our UMH show 
program!   
     The following weekend we 
were in Prestonsburg for the 
Ladies Auxiliary Charity 
Horse Show.  Again the show 
was designed to help two local 
charities in Eastern Kentucky  -  
Highlands Center for Autism and 
the Big Sandy Family Abuse 
Center.  Members of the Ladies 
Auxiliary are all required to help 
with sponsorships each year.  
Many of you all made donations 
also.  Over $11,000 was raised. 
Thank you, thank you!  You 
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     When Robert first started 
training a few horses, we never 
thought we’d be where we are 
now  -  operating a training barn.  
We have truly been blessed in so 
many ways!  Our clients have 
become some of our very best 
friends and their horses have 
helped us learn  -  not only about 
horses but about ourselves.  For 
this we are eternally grateful.  
We are privileged each and every 
day to see the enjoyment that 
horses bring to peoples’ lives.   
     Just this month, we have seen 
children and adults benefit from 
their horse/human relationships.  
Thomas gained so much knowl-
edge from his first show.  He is 
becoming a great rider as he 
learns to communicate with his 
horse.  Kim Pitt’s confidence 
grows with each ride she makes 
during her lessons.  The show in 
Bourbon County was just the 
beginning for her.  She told me 
recently that her weekly lesson  

with Robert is one of the high-
lights of her week.  Lauren has 
an added confidence this year 
and dare I say it  -  elegance  - 
when she rides now.  She has 
learned so much.   
     Last weekend, Liz Merner 
and her husband, John, were here  
from Wisconsin to ride Liz’s 
mare, Chili.  Liz has been com-
ing about once a month to prac-
tice with Robert.  While she has 
shown in the past she is working 
to gain confidence and is doing 

great.  She plans to show in a 
few weeks at the Summer Cele-
bration. Woo Hoo!  
       This past week Maevis 
Solomon from Jonesborough, 
TN has been here working with 
SRF’s Maximum Blue, a three 
year old out of Fancy by Merry 
Go Blue. Even though she has-
n’t owned a horse for years, 
she’s a great rider.  It is so re-
warding to see her get better 
and better. 
     Charlie had the opportunity 
to work with a group of high 
school students last week.  
They are attending a summer 
equestrian camp.  The Bourbon 
County  ag. teacher called and 
wanted him to teach some 
round pen basics.  He did a 
super job explaining his tech-
nique to them.  We even had 
one of the students come back 
and ask us for a job!   
     Over the last few weeks, 
Jackie Clark has been coming 
out to learn about the manage-
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MX Wrangler  
and Michael Butler 
Present the Flag at 

Bourbon County and KY State 
Championship 

ment aspect of a training barn.  
She also volunteered to help at 
Ky State.  She was great helping 
getting horses ready and then 
warming them up.  It’s hard to 
believe but she’ll be going to 
college in a couple of years and 
she wants to know more before 
she enrolls in UK’s equestrian 
program. We wish her the very 
best. 
     Nancy Copland and Steve 
Heuslein travel many miles each 
month to connect with their 
horses and to enjoy the ride.    
     Horses are good for some-
thing deep inside of us.   They 
give us hope, and they keep us 
dreaming!  We are so glad to be 
able to work with so many won-
derful folks helping them make 
their dreams come true.   

have 11 year old Thomas Howard 
show for the first time.  He and 
Jazzy looked super together.  Tho-
mas was awarded a blue ribbon for 
his efforts.  Kim Pitts also showed 
under saddle for the first time plac-
ing second with Jazzy in the mare 
class.  She was just glowing.  How 
cool!  Other horses did well.  Wran-
gler, owned by Jim and Kathy 
Wilkerson, Wappapello, MO, 
placed reserve in the Open four Gait 
class.  He’s one to watch with that 
wonderful rolling canter  -  beauti-
ful! Capital Venture won the Geld-
ings Classic and Blueberry Wine 
was awesome in the Classic Pleas-
ure Championship.  Thank you to 
everyone who  (Continued on p. 2) 
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came and helped at the show.  
Julie and Jackie Clark took en-
tries along with Billie Hickie.  
Val Kleinheitz assisted at DQP 
and lots of other volunteers 
opened the gate.  It’s great when 
we are all able to come together 
to get ‘er done. 
     On the 14th there was also a 
fun show in Nicholas County.  
Charlie and Erin wanted to take 
their horses over and just have a 
good time.  Even though the 
show wasn’t sanctioned with any 
particular organization, there 

were a lot of horses there.  Of 
course, the rules were pretty re-
laxed and horses of different 
breeds showed together (unless 
the class was designated for a 
specific breed).  We had a good 
time.  The show began with a 
stick horse race.  Charlie and Erin 
had a little red cowboy hat for 
Ruby and “Jack” for her to ride.  
She had a blast.  There were 16 
entries!  Half way through the 
show, she thought it was time for 
her to show again so she got Jack, 
put her hat on, and headed for the 

ring.  It was too cute.  Charlie 
showed their mare, Dixie and 
won one class with her.  She also 
placed in another one.  Pepper 
placed in her classes with Erin as 
well.  There was everything from 
egg-in-the-spoon to catalog races 
to regular rail classes.  One of 
the fun classes was a bareback 
class where they put $1 under 
the rider’s thigh.  We got to see 
Charlie canter Pepper bareback!  
Anyway, we had a fun time with 
family and friends.  It’s been a 
great month! 
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�����We’d like to welcome some 
new folks and new horses to 
SRF.  Michelle Campbell 
owner of the Most Beautiful 
Horse, brought her friend, Bill,  
out with her when she came to 
see MBH.  Since then he’s 
bought her sister and now 
“Sister” is in training here.  
They are doing great!  Scot and 
Barrie Hughes sent HP Ticket 
to Ride (out of My Best Friend 
Gail and Merry Go Blue).  He’s 
only been here a couple of 
weeks but he’s already being 
ridden out of the round pen.  He 
has a great attitude and we’re 
glad to have him.  �

    Our congratulations to 
Steve Heuslein on his recent 
purchase of Blueberry Wine.  
Don and Nancy Copland have 
decided to reduce the number 
of horses in their herd.  When 
Steve learned she was for sale, 
he decided he would fit well 
with his program.  We are 
excited that she will be able to 
stay here in training at Stoner 
Ridge.  Blueberry is currently 
competing in shows in the 
classic and show pleasure 
divisions.  Steve is excited to 
have the opportunity to be 
able to show her himself.  She 
will also be the horse that Erin 
rides in the RMH quadrille at 
the World Equestrian Games 
Sept. 25-28.  Woo Hoo! 
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     Cooler weather was on hand 
for the beginning of the UMH 
Kentucky State Championship 
but by Saturday, things were 
heating up.  The competition, as 
always, at one of the Triple 
Crown Shows was tremendous. I 
think there were 15 entries in the 
novice class!  Not only were the 
numbers up but the horses were 
really good.  Our congratulations 
to many of our own who did very 
well.  Lauren Hickey won Show-
manship and Juvenile Trail Ob-
stacle which led to her Youth 
Versatility blue ribbon.  That was 
a tremendous accomplishment.  
We are so proud of her.  Thomas 
was on hand for the state show 
and even though Jazzy tripped 
over a rough spot in the ring, he 
leaned back, stayed on, and 
placed third in his class.  He has 
definitely been bitten by the show 
bug.  A couple of horses made 
their debut this weekend.  Buddy, 
owned by Tim and Marcia placed 
2nd and 3rd in his CTP classes.  
Lisa rode My Sweet Sydney for 
her first show and  Maximum 
Blue for his second time out.  
They are looking good.  Maevis 
Solomon also showed for the first 
time in many years.  Her 80 year 
old parents drove all the way 
from St. Lewis to watch.  Her 

husband, Jim, came up from TN as 
also.  She sits her horse well and 
looked great in her bright blue coat. 
     Our congratulations to Robert 
who won first and second in Trail 
Obstacle with Jazzy and Penny.  
Robert and Charlie teamed up with 
Branson.  He won the 2  -  3 yo 
Conformation class (which is diffi-
cult to do as a 2 yo) and Branson 
won his under saddle class unani-
mously.  Mike had a great show 
placing third with Heidi and win-
ning the Open Four Gait class with 
Wrangler and the Open Gelding 
Classic class with Venture.  Charlie 
placed 2nd with Addy in the 4 Gait 
as well.  He had Silver humming 
winning the Western class, placing 
2nd in Versatility, and 3rd in the 
Trail Championship.  Charlie also 
placed reserve in the Classic Cham-
pionship with Blueberry.  He and 
Steve rode her in the Pro-Am Clas-
sic class and were awarded the blue!  
Way to go Stoner Ridge. 
     We were glad both daughters, 
their husbands, and all 4 grandchil-
dren could be with us at the show 
for awhile.  How blessed we are!   
     We couldn’t do what we do 
without all of you! Our thanks to 
everyone who brought food, grilled, 
or brought ice, drinks and snacks.  
Everyone jumped in and helped us 
get packed up.  You all are the best! 
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     There’s lots going on over the next few months.  We want you to be 
part of it all!  I’ll be emailing, blogging, and facebooking information to 
everyone.  We usually join together to help sponsor the UMH World 
Show.  Package info will be coming soon.  There will be many opportu-
nities to promote your horses with the shows, WEG, International Eques-
trian Festival, Georgetown Equine Festival etc.  Volunteers will be 
needed.  If you want to help with anything particular or you have ideas, 
let us know.  We are looking forward to it all.  It’ll be great. 
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