
    We are on the cusp of yet anoth-
er new year  -  amazing how fast 
they fly by.  We are on the preci-
pice of new adventures, new 
dreams, and new accomplishments 
yet to be realized. As we reflect, let 
us give thanks for the friendships 
we have made through the year, for 
our families, our faith, and the 
horses who are also a blessing in 
our lives.  We remember 2012 . . .  
   In January, we had our custom-
ary cold, blustery weather.  The 
UMH Awards Banquet was held 
at the Natural Bridge Activities 
Center on the 15th.  Can you be-
lieve there have been 12 show sea-
sons with UMH!  SRF was the 
recipient of nine High Point 
Awards along with several seconds 
and thirds. We celebrated many 
accomplishments, and we all had a 
great time. February brought 
changes to SRF.  Charlie began 
working for the Dept. of Transpor-
tation full time and for us part time.  
Lisa Sidwell and Ben Young were 
hired to help fill the gap.  We also 
welcomed our interns, Maj and 
Renee, who came from Denmark.  
On Feb. 10th we offered congratu-
lations to Steve and Susan who 
were married in FL.  It was an 
eventful month.  In March we had 
horrible tornadoes.  SRF lost the 
doors on the south end of the barn, 
but we felt lucky in light of the 
destruction across the east.  The 
following weekend, the SRF crew 
went to Deweese Farm in Franklin 
to the RMH Youth Clinic where 
the Tuckers’ did a great job.  Susan  
came to spend a week riding and 
taking lessons from Robert. On the 
10th we hosted the RMH Judges’ 
Clinic with Wayne Hipsley. The 
following weekend, found us at 
The Road to the Horse competition 
where the Australian team of Dan 
James and Guy McClean were the 
winners.  Lots of folks we know 

went to the RMH Don Marshall 
Classic show in Liberty, KY for 
the first show of the season.  It was 
a new venue for us.  Charlie, Rob-
ert, Tim, and Thomas all showed 
and did well.  Robert made his 
spring trek to Waterloo, IA for the 
Minard’s clinic.  They have be-
come such great horsemen! June 
ushered in a month shows:  the 
Ladies Auxiliary, Blue Denim, and 
Bourbon County.  Thomas ven-
tured into new territory showing in 
Western, Trail Obstacle, and 
Showmanship.  Jeff and Dianne 
bought a house in Winchester and 
became Michelle’s neighbor. Mary 
Kelley Tucker joined the SRF 
staff.  I enjoyed a brief return to 
showing and had a blast winning 
the blue again.  July came on 
strong with the UMH Liberty 
Show and ACTHA rides, Bowling 
Green, and Tri-State Shows.  Eve-
ryone enjoyed the “Pink” class.  
Jazz rose to the top of the ACTHA 
leader board!  After winning his 
class, Tim Spencer paid tribute to 
another friend, Wick Stone, who 
passed away this summer.  Susan 
made her show ring debut in 
Bowling Green and Thomas won 
his first championships.  August is 
always busy.  School started back 
just after the UMH Summer Sol-
stice show and ACTHA rides. 
Stormy and Jazz were one and two 
in Pleasure.  Silver and Duncan 
were one and two in Open.  Then 
it was World Show time.  SRF 
clients were the primary sponsor 
and we were featured in the UMH 
commercial.  It can still be seen on 
the web site.             (con’t on p. 2) 
 
 
 

went, and it was outstanding.  On 
the 31st, SRF was host to the UMH 
Youth Clinic.  We all learned so 
much!  We hated to say good bye 
to Penny and Little Rocket but they 
found a new home in AZ. We were 
all excited when the KY Wildcats 
men’s basketball team won the 
NCAA Championship, but we 
were deeply saddened when our 
veterinarian, 34 year old Dr. John 
Amyx, lost his battle with cancer.  
We will long remember his skill 
and kindness.  Before we could 
catch our breath, April was upon 
us. We sold several great horses. 
Mojo, Abigail, Dixie, and Tessa.  
The Lawson Trooper was ready to 
market and promote.  Robert 
signed an endorsement contract 
with Millersburg Saddle Co. and 
they hit the ground running.  We 
attended a Dan James Liberty 
Training clinic with Michelle Sid-
well and Michelle Campbell.  We 
were able to talk with Dan James 
and get to know him better.  The 
clinic piqued our interest in Liberty 
Training.  You never know where 
an idea will begin.  For the first 
time in 12 years, UMH did not 
have a Spring Premier.  We began 
meeting weekly with the UMH 
Show Committee to make plans for 
the show season.  The first week-
end in May, Erin ran her first mar-
athon—26.2 miles!  It was a life-
altering experience.  Sadly, we 
learned Mom’s lymphoma had 
returned (thank the Lord, treat-
ments were effective and she’s 
doing well now).  UMH held the 
first annual Bonanza, successfully 
raising much needed revenue.  Dan 
James conducted a clinic without 
charge to help raise funds.  Joan 
Miller volunteered her time.  Many 
other folks worked to put on the 
ACTHA ride and the fun show. 
Dianne and Jeff were able to join 
us for their first show. Nancy and 
Ella showed also.  SRF and crew 

January 1, 2013 
Robert & Lyngle Lawson 

859.749.3008 
sales@stonerridgefarm.com 
www.stonerridgefarm.com 

Stoner Ridge Farm News 
Foundation First Mountain Horse Training TM 

Reflecting on a Great Year   

 

Stoner Ridge Farm 
           2469 Clintonville Rd., Paris, KY  40361 

 

     join us.  Rachel was dropped off 
on Friday as well. She’s really en-
joyed showing year. July 3rd was 
spent  at the historic Lion’s Club 
show.  It was not sanctioned with 
the RMHA this year so we just took 
Duncan and Stormy.  It was a great 
evening.  The final weekend of July, 
we attended the Gaited Gala in 
Prestonsburg.  Anna Wells did a 
super job putting everything togeth-
er.  We enjoyed 80’s style music 
throughout    the show and enjoyed 
being in the mountains once again. 
Suddenly it was August!  Bob’s 
lessons were in full swing. He and 
Charlie were riding hard.  Sarah 
came to ride her horse often. Dark-
ness fell many evenings with riding 
and talking about the early days and 
all the fun we’ve had. We went to 
the Mountain Horse Celebration and 
had a blast.  We were so happy for 
Tank when he won the confor-
mation class.   Ruby and Carollynn 
were so cute showing in their clas-
ses.  Mike and Janet came to visit 
and ride a bit. Planning was in full 
swing for the year end shows to be 
held in September.  We had a great 
RMHA International Show with 
lots of fellowship and lots of win-
ners. We were able to make it to 
Platinum Sponsorship status be-
cause of everyone’s contributions.  
Yahoo!   We celebrated our Rockies 
who are “Timeless Treasures” to us 
all.  Classes began with Moonlite 
Serenade won her weanling class 
and Whole Lot of Blue was reserve 
in the yearling class.  Moriah and 
Sedona were winners as were Nug-
get, Stormy, River, and Tank.  Our 
kids did wonderful with Ruby win-
ning her western class (her favorite 
class) and Carollynn placing first in 
her CTP qualifying class and her 
championship.  It was great to have 
Janet back in the ring and to see 
Nancy participate in the Bibs and 
Boots class. Susan won several of       
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       Jamma, After Hours, Dia-
mond Broker, and Silver’s 
Diamond Dealer. For individ-
ual exhibitors who received 
High Point Awards, our 1st 
place winners were: Olivia 
(2), Ruby, Mary Kelley, and 
Charlie. Ruby and Olivia both 
attained Purple Level in the 
Youth Award of Excellence! 
Even though cold winds blew, 
life here continued. Charlie 
watched out for his cows at 
home and focused on the 
young horses he had started in 
the fall. I completed newslet-
ters and sent out the invoices. 
Erin made hats and dyed yarn. 
Ruby was involved in Ar-
chery, FFA, and getting in 
shape for the track season.  
Scotty Mitchell-Moore was 
able to take advantage of the 
snow. He came out and took 
some great photos. We are 
still loving this iconic one of  
Steve and Susan’s stallion, 
Black Market Diamond! Julie 

Tucker 
also had 
some 
great 
shots tak-
en. Here 
is sweet 
Silver’s 
Diamond 
Dealer.  

 

 

    We are blessed here on the 
farm. Our families, friends, and 
horses are doing well. Every year 
there are new goals and new ac-
complishments. We overcome 
sadness and celebrate joys. We 
continue to meet new people who 
are awesome, and we celebrate 
those folks with whom we share 
our lives. It is time to take a look 
back, and remember all the good 
times we had  . . .    

A Year in Review  
  January of 2025 Christmas 
and the New Year were a blur 
with celebrations and family 
time. No sooner were the holi-
days were over, there was snow 
and sleet and more snow! Then 
there was ice and the weather 
turned frigid. There wasn’t 
time for any of the snow/sleet 
to melt before the temperatures 
were below zero. We had 28 
days with snow and ice on the 
ground!  That is unusual for 
KY. Life managed to go on. 
Buckets were thawed. Horses 
were fed and exercised as much 
as the weather allowed.  
    The RMHA announced the 
2024 High Point Awards, and 
we learned that Charlie was the 
2024 Trainer of the Year and 
Ruby was Youth of the Year. 
We had several 1st place High 
Point Award winners: Black 
Market Diamond (3), WOF’s 
Wind Commander, Slamma 

Even so, we were glad to put 
January behind us! February, 

brought the RMHA Meet-
ing/Awards Banquet held at 
the Hilton DoubleTree in Lex-
ington.  It was a great event! 

Steve was announced as com-
mittee member of the year! 
The Youth Committee had 
items for a silent auction. Jen-
nifer and Steve Allen won the 
bid on the 
SRF Valen-
tine Choco-
late Basket 
that Leah 
helped organ-
ize. She also 
typed up 
cards with SRF wins and put 
place cards on the tables for 
us. Julie Tucker made a 
presentation for the Judging 
Committee, and the Interna-
tional judges were drawn ran-
domly. We had a good meal 
and awards were announced. 
We were glad so many of our 
group could attend. We are 
always glad when March ar-
rives  -  even with the erratic 
Kentucky weather. We actually 
had some days over 60 degrees 
only to have the temperature 
plummet yet again. Charlie and 

company, continued working 
through it all. The young horses 
he’d started were certified. A 
few horses were sold and a few 
bought. We all took a field trip 
to Cox Creek, KY to the Leg-
ends Equestrian Center where 
Charlie and the girls learned 
about and rode Saddlebreds. 
Melisse and her friend, Deb, 
were hosts. It was a great learn-
ing experience and a good time 
of fellowship. Mary Kelley was 
working hard at Claibourne. 
They planned to foal out 150+ 
babies! We 
were thrilled 
for Mary Kel-
ley when Ann 
bought the 
cover of the 
RMHA maga-
zine. Mary 
Kelley and 
WOF looked 
awesome! Life continued. In 
addition to farm responsibilities, 
Charlie was the assistant Bour-
bon County Archery coach last 
year, so he and Ruby continued 
to work on 
their skills 
and compete. 
The RMHA 
began adding 
events to the 
calendar and 
SRF began 
making 
plans. Dr. 
McVey came for vaccinations. 
Fortunately, Ruby was here to 
help. Doc is very efficient, but it 
takes a lot of management to get 
horses from the field, paddocks 
and stalls and take care of their 
specific needs. Ruby was perfect 
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    We are on the cusp of yet anoth-
er new year  -  amazing how fast 
they fly by.  We are on the preci-
pice of new adventures, new 
dreams, and new accomplishments 
yet to be realized. As we reflect, let 
us give thanks for the friendships 
we have made through the year, for 
our families, our faith, and the 
horses who are also a blessing in 
our lives.  We remember 2012 . . .  
   In January, we had our custom-
ary cold, blustery weather.  The 
UMH Awards Banquet was held 
at the Natural Bridge Activities 
Center on the 15th.  Can you be-
lieve there have been 12 show sea-
sons with UMH!  SRF was the 
recipient of nine High Point 
Awards along with several seconds 
and thirds. We celebrated many 
accomplishments, and we all had a 
great time. February brought 
changes to SRF.  Charlie began 
working for the Dept. of Transpor-
tation full time and for us part time.  
Lisa Sidwell and Ben Young were 
hired to help fill the gap.  We also 
welcomed our interns, Maj and 
Renee, who came from Denmark.  
On Feb. 10th we offered congratu-
lations to Steve and Susan who 
were married in FL.  It was an 
eventful month.  In March we had 
horrible tornadoes.  SRF lost the 
doors on the south end of the barn, 
but we felt lucky in light of the 
destruction across the east.  The 
following weekend, the SRF crew 
went to Deweese Farm in Franklin 
to the RMH Youth Clinic where 
the Tuckers’ did a great job.  Susan  
came to spend a week riding and 
taking lessons from Robert. On the 
10th we hosted the RMH Judges’ 
Clinic with Wayne Hipsley. The 
following weekend, found us at 
The Road to the Horse competition 
where the Australian team of Dan 
James and Guy McClean were the 
winners.  Lots of folks we know 

went to the RMH Don Marshall 
Classic show in Liberty, KY for 
the first show of the season.  It was 
a new venue for us.  Charlie, Rob-
ert, Tim, and Thomas all showed 
and did well.  Robert made his 
spring trek to Waterloo, IA for the 
Minard’s clinic.  They have be-
come such great horsemen! June 
ushered in a month shows:  the 
Ladies Auxiliary, Blue Denim, and 
Bourbon County.  Thomas ven-
tured into new territory showing in 
Western, Trail Obstacle, and 
Showmanship.  Jeff and Dianne 
bought a house in Winchester and 
became Michelle’s neighbor. Mary 
Kelley Tucker joined the SRF 
staff.  I enjoyed a brief return to 
showing and had a blast winning 
the blue again.  July came on 
strong with the UMH Liberty 
Show and ACTHA rides, Bowling 
Green, and Tri-State Shows.  Eve-
ryone enjoyed the “Pink” class.  
Jazz rose to the top of the ACTHA 
leader board!  After winning his 
class, Tim Spencer paid tribute to 
another friend, Wick Stone, who 
passed away this summer.  Susan 
made her show ring debut in 
Bowling Green and Thomas won 
his first championships.  August is 
always busy.  School started back 
just after the UMH Summer Sol-
stice show and ACTHA rides. 
Stormy and Jazz were one and two 
in Pleasure.  Silver and Duncan 
were one and two in Open.  Then 
it was World Show time.  SRF 
clients were the primary sponsor 
and we were featured in the UMH 
commercial.  It can still be seen on 
the web site.             (con’t on p. 2) 
 
 
 

went, and it was outstanding.  On 
the 31st, SRF was host to the UMH 
Youth Clinic.  We all learned so 
much!  We hated to say good bye 
to Penny and Little Rocket but they 
found a new home in AZ. We were 
all excited when the KY Wildcats 
men’s basketball team won the 
NCAA Championship, but we 
were deeply saddened when our 
veterinarian, 34 year old Dr. John 
Amyx, lost his battle with cancer.  
We will long remember his skill 
and kindness.  Before we could 
catch our breath, April was upon 
us. We sold several great horses. 
Mojo, Abigail, Dixie, and Tessa.  
The Lawson Trooper was ready to 
market and promote.  Robert 
signed an endorsement contract 
with Millersburg Saddle Co. and 
they hit the ground running.  We 
attended a Dan James Liberty 
Training clinic with Michelle Sid-
well and Michelle Campbell.  We 
were able to talk with Dan James 
and get to know him better.  The 
clinic piqued our interest in Liberty 
Training.  You never know where 
an idea will begin.  For the first 
time in 12 years, UMH did not 
have a Spring Premier.  We began 
meeting weekly with the UMH 
Show Committee to make plans for 
the show season.  The first week-
end in May, Erin ran her first mar-
athon—26.2 miles!  It was a life-
altering experience.  Sadly, we 
learned Mom’s lymphoma had 
returned (thank the Lord, treat-
ments were effective and she’s 
doing well now).  UMH held the 
first annual Bonanza, successfully 
raising much needed revenue.  Dan 
James conducted a clinic without 
charge to help raise funds.  Joan 
Miller volunteered her time.  Many 
other folks worked to put on the 
ACTHA ride and the fun show. 
Dianne and Jeff were able to join 
us for their first show. Nancy and 
Ella showed also.  SRF and crew 
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found Mary Kelley, Julie T., 
Olivia, and Leah on the road to 
Ocala, FL to the World Equestri-
an Center. It sure looked like a 
fabulous place to show horses! 
Since Reo was sold a couple of 
weeks before, they only had 
WOF Glamour & Style. They all 
had the opportunity to ride and 
show.  
What a 
great expe-
rience. Just 
look at 
those rib-
bons! There 
were sever-
al Rockies 
there. Gloria won her 1st blue 
which was very exciting. On May 
24th we participated in the Swag 
Basket Ball Horse Show at West 
Liberty. The horses did well. It 
was the first time for most of 
them to show this year. Julie B. 
and Leah brought Axel and AJ. 
Ann was back with us from FL 
and Jeff and Karen came from 
OH to see their filly show for the 
first time. She was awesome. 
Olivia was the first to show her 
and placed reserve in her 17 and 
under CTP class. Larry & 
Brenda’s B & T’s Slamma Jam-
ma was awesome as well. Ruby 
and Mary Kelley both won their 
classes with 
him. Congrat-
ulations! Char-
lie’s niece, 
Alyssa, got 
married at 
Ashford 
Acres. It was a 
beautiful wed-
ding. Ruby 
was a bridesmaid. It was exciting 
for Ruby to get her Drivers’ Li-
cense. She had a great year excel-
ling with the Bourbon County 
Track team placing second in 
Region and fourth in State com-
pletion. It is always with mixed 

 
for the job. Phil Flynn was here 
a couple of times as he is every 
month. There are many farms 
who aren’t able to secure regular 
vets, dentists, and farriers. We 
are so blessed to have ours. Vets 
help us get through some tough 
times. Jeff and Karen lost their 
sweet mare SaRita and Brenda 
and Larry lost Silver Heels Jake 
around this time last year. Fortu-
nately, April brought the advent 
of spring and longer days. Halle-
lujah! Most of the cold weather 
was behind us but there was also 
a historic amount of rain that 
kept us from the first shows of 
the season. Olivia had some 
down time after she had to have 
surgery for a previously broken 
ankle. It was tough going for 
awhile, but she was back at the 
farm in a little over two weeks. 
Gloria was back for a visit. She 
was excited that Summer was in 
foal, and she also bought a cou-
ple of new horses. Horses were 
ready to begin the upcoming 
show season. Julie B. and Leah 
came out to ride quite a bit since 
they planned to show Axel, AJ 
and Ally. The RMHA was allo-
cated over $89,000 in KHBIF 
money that was distributed to 
owners. We were sad to learn 
that Julie Brown lost her mother 
and that Carol Haddix was lost 
due to breast cancer. Life can be 
so tough. They will be missed. 
We were thankful to celebrate 
Easter with family. Later in the 
month Ruby attended prom in 
Bourbon County and Olivia at-
tended prom in Clark County. 
They looked so lovely! 

May, is a time when the world 
comes back to life in Kentucky. 

The grass is 
growing. 
Cows are 
calving  -  
one of Char-
lie’s cows 
even had 
twins. Angel 
(who was 
bred to Sil-
ver) had her 
foal. What a cutie! Marietta was 
bred to Black Market Diamond 
and Sydney was bred to Silver. 
Those two will be born this 
spring. It was a sad day, though, 
when we lost One Chance Fancy. 
The mare Lyngle showed. She 
will live on through thoughts of 
all the good times. May was filled 
with horses and lots of rain (and 
even tornadoes). As always, 
though, the Kentucky Derby was 
held on the first Saturday in May. 

It was ter-
ribly mud-
dy. Even 
so, accord-
ing to Miss 
Kentucky, 
Chapel 

Tinnius, “It was an electrifying 
day at the 151st Kentucky Der-
by!” Julie B. and Leah were able 
to make it to the Youth Spring 
Fling that was moved to Salyers-
ville. Julie was excited to be able 
to present the flag! Charlie was all 
ready to go to the Lee County 
Spring Premier show on the 3rd. 
The horses were bathed, the tack 
was loaded in the trailer, and the 
cooler was packed. However, the 
skies opened and it absolutely 
poured and poured. Charlie took 
the opportunity to ride horses in 
the arena at SRF and enjoy time 
with clients here. Julie Brown and 
Leah as well as Mary Kelley and 
her mom headed out anyway, 
hoping to be able to show be-
tween the downpours. Just as we 
thought, it was a very difficult 
night to show horses. None the 
less, WOF Glamour & Style had 
great success winning several 
blues. The following weekend 

Remembering (con’t) 

emotions that 
we see sen-
iors graduate. 
Olivia com-
pleted her 
high school 
career with many honors. 
Along with high academics, she 
competed in several FFA cate-
gories at the state level. She  
went to State to present her 
STLP technology project where 

her group was 
included in 
the top 20 
teams out of 
hundreds of 
presentations. 
Her chapter 
did too many 
community 

outreach projects to even name 
them all. She completed her 
tenure as Clark County’s FFA 
President by hanging up her 
jacket at the FFA Banquet. The 
weather in June was challeng-
ing. It was either raining or 
HOT! It was the 4th wettest 
spring on record with over 22 
inches of rain total and it rained 
53 of 92 spring days. Even so, 
we made the best of it. It was 
another busy month for SRF. 
Of course we attended a horse 
show or two (or 3) in June. 
Carter County Shrine was the 
first. It was two days. Congrat-
ulations to Steve and Susan and 
Black Market Diamond who 
placed first in CTP Stallions. 
Triple R’s Rae of Sunshine also 
won with Olivia. Congrats Jeff 
and Karen. Ann won with WOF 
in the Amateur CTP class and 
Ruby won on B & T’s Slamma 
Jamma. Congratulations Larry 

 

“The best thing about the  

future is that it comes one day 

at a time.”    Abraham Lincoln 

Happy New Year! 



 

something to eat at the trailer. As 
you all know, we love a good 
horse show, so we loaded up the 
very next day and headed out to 
Cynthiana for the Harrison County 
Fair Show. Unfortunately, it was a 
very lightly attended show since 
so many exhibitors had participat-
ed in the show the night before. 
Olivia was given 
the honor of 
presenting the 
flag on Sun-
shine, which 
was a first  for 
this three year 
old. They did a 
fantastic job. 
We don’t often 
have open breed 
trail obstacle 
classes but there 
was one at Har-
rison County. 
Ruby won with 
WOF, Dilly 
placed 2nd with 
Charlie, and 
Sunshine placed 
3rd with Olivia. 
It was Dilly and 
Sunshine’s first time to show in 

 

 

Believe in yourself and all that you are.   
Know that there is something inside you  

that is greater than any obstacle. 

& Brenda. The second day, 
Our first place winners were 
WOF with Ruby, B & T’s 
Slamma Jamma with Mary 
Kelley and Ruby.  
   It was great that Steve and 
Susan were able to make it to 
the Pink Show this year. 
They were able to spend 

some time with 
their horses 
here at the 
farm. Susan 
rode Marietta 
and Jim. It was 
the first time 
she had been 
on a horse for a 
couple of 
years. Unfortu-
nately, Bob and 

I couldn’t come to the show 
since we attended his great 
niece’s wedding in West 
Liberty. Jennifer Allen did a 
super job as show manager. 
The show entry fees for the 
youth riders were sponsored. 
We are thankful that there 
were so many donations to 
support cancer research. 
Thanks to all who contribut-
ed to the Jimmy John’s subs 
and food that was brought. 
The show began with Ruby 
and WOF carrying the Amer-
ican flag. That was a first for 

her.  Char-
lie’s first 
class was 
on Rocky 
Creek’s 
Farm 
Maverick 
owned by 

Bobby and Julie Tucker. It 
was his very first class and 

rose to the 
occasion like 
the champ he 
is and won the 
3 YO Show 
Pleasure 
Class! Ruby 
won her regu-
lar class with 
WOF. Black 
Market Dia-

mond, once again, won the 
blue, and Olivia won the youth 
CTP class with Karen and Jef-
f’s mare Triple R’s Rae of Sun-

shine. 
She’s 
Unlawful 
won her 
first class. 
Congrats 
to Steve 

and Susan. Silver’s Diamond 
Dealer has been placing con-
sistently in 
his Stal-
lions Trail 
Class for 
Bobby and 
Julie. He is 
such a 
beautiful colt!  Julie T. was 
back in the saddle riding and 
placing with WOF Glamour & 
Style in the Amateur Trail divi-
sion. We always enjoy watch-
ing her 
compete. 
Congratu-
lations to 
everyone!  
There were 
other great 
events in 
June. Ruby 
and Olivia went to the State 
FFA Convention. The girls 
competed in several events. 
Ruby placed 3rd in her Agrisci-
ence Fair project and Olivia’s 
team won Horse Evaluation. 
These girls are amazing! They 
are both working here part time 
and do a great job. Sadly we 
lost our good friend, H.T. 
Derickson in 2025. He was sure 
a lover of the horse and of the 
Lord. Charlie, Erin and Ruby 
took a little time off in June and 
went to Florida  -  lots of sand, 
sea and family time. In July 
there were only two days that 
were not over 90 degrees! Even 
with the humidity and high heat 
index life continued around 
here. Horses were watched 
closer. There was extra water-
ing and hosing off times that 
helped. Focus here continued to 

be on their needs. Mary Kelley 
came in the evening. She rode 
and helped the girls with show-
manship and equitation. Char-
lie was glad to have her! Ruby 
and Olivia continued to ride as 
well. Ruby worked a few of 
Martha Gilly’s horses. Mary K. 
brought Dandy to stay for a 
few days. The fireworks are 
intense in her neighborhood so 
he got to hang out with us. We 
had three shows in July. The 
1st Annual Byrd Stables Bene-
fit Show for the Youth was on 
the 5th. We were glad to be 
able to show the three year 
olds. Maver-
ick, Mack, 
WOF, Sun-
shine, Bon-
nie, Dilly, 
and Mary 
Kelley’s 
mare, Ember, 
all won blues. 
Mary Kelley 
won both the 
Trail and Country Trail Cham-
pionships with Mack and 
WOF. Ru-
by won the 
Trail 
Champion-
ship and 
Olivia won 
the Coun-
try Trail 
Champion-
ship with Mack and Sunshine. 
It was a great show. On July 
10th we 
were at the 
81st Annual 
Owingsville 
Lions Club 
Horse 
Show. The 
horses all 
did well 
there too. 
We had several blue ribbon 
winners  -  WOF, Jim, and 
Mack. Olivia showed Sydney’s 
Little Honey for the first time. 
As always, we sure appreciate 
food and snacks that folks 
bring. It is so nice to have 



 

International  -   White Pine, 
TN for the two shows  - an “A” 
and a “B”. We headed out on 
Friday, Aug. 15th  to compete 
in the Southeast Summer 
Champion-ship Horse Show. It 
really helped to have Leah 
along for this trip again. She 
brought HCR’s After Midnight 
(owner Julie Brown) and did a 
great job! It was amazing that 
Charlie and crew showed over 
50 times in two days! The hors-
es did well and we came home 
with lots of ribbons. Many pic-
tures were also posted on Face-
book to help folks follow our 
journey. Julie T. showed Ember 
in the Amateur Trail Classes - 
they were the biggest classes 
with 13 or 14 entries and she 
placed 2nd  on Saturday and 5th 
on Sunday.  We appreciate the 
opportunity to go to this out-
standing facility! Congratula-
tions to everyone. First place 
winners were Maverick, Jim, 
Sunshine and WOF in Western 

on the second day. We really 
want to thank everyone who 
helped with food and bringing 
ice. It was a hot weekend but 
we managed fine. Thanks for 
coming Brenda & Larry as well 
as Jeff & Karen . . . . so sorry 
about the flat tire, Jeff. Septem-
ber brought the International. 
We were all excited and had 
high expectations. On Tuesday, 
September 2nd, Stoner Ridge 
Farm and crew moved horses to 
the Kentucky Horse Park for the 

37th annual 
Rocky 
Mountain 
Internation-
al.  Charlie 
and Mary 
Kelley 

obstacles. All horses placed well at 
the show. Our friends Leah and 
Julie B. went to the shows, too. 
Julie had her horses at home but 
she and Leah joined us at shows. 
At Harrison County, Leah won on 
Axel in Amateur Show Pleasure 
and Julie got 2nd on him in the 
M/G class. Elite’s Hallelujah was 
1st in Amateur CTP with Julie. 
With the joy, sometimes there is 
sadness. Cody had been showing 
his age for some time. We got up 
one morning and he just wasn’t 
himself. By the time we got him to 
the vet, he was gone. We continue 
to miss him terribly. His round pen 
“help” and catching rocks will 
always be remembered. July was a 
special time, too, because Char-

lie’s mom and dad, 
Wilma and Allen, 
celebrated their 
50th Wedding An-
niversary. We gath-
ered at Charlie and 
Erin’s to help them 
celebrate. Again, 
July was special 

since Charlie’s niece (our grand 
daughter) Rachel got married to 
William Amour. Congratulations! 
Suddenly, it was August, and 
planning for the International was 
well under way. It was great that 
so many of you were able to help 
sponsor the show! We were get-
ting excited to go back to the Ken-
tucky Horse Park to the theme 
“Riding the Rhythm Around the 
World”. Leah designed our awe-
some SRF Tee Shirts. We finished 
up the KHBIF Trail Program with 
Virtual Trail Obstacle competi-
tions to complete the 3 necessary 
events to be completed to count for 
the program. Tollesboro was Au-
gust 1st as a make up date for  
rain. It was a good show. We con-
gratulated many owners. Maverick 
won in 3 YO Show Pleasure. Sun-
shine won with Olivia in the Youth 
CTP and in the Youth Champion-
ship, She’s Unlawful won 3 YO 
Trail and Ruby won both her clas-
ses with B & T’s Slamma Jamma. 
We had one more show before the 

along with Ruby and Olivia 
did a great job with their hors-
es. They accomplished so 
much! We congratulated Julie 
& Bobby Tucker on their three 
year old colt, Rocky Creek 

Farm’s 
Maverick. 
He had a 
great In-
ternational 
coming in 
reserve in 
3 YO  

Trail and 3 YO Show Pleas-
ure. He went back to win the 3 
YO Trail 
Champi-
onship 
and re-
serve in 
the 3 YO 
Show 
Pleasure 
Championship. Another suc-
cess story for Julie and Bobby  
is Silver’s Diamond Dealer 

who won 
his  age 
division 
western 
class (for 
the 2nd 
year) 
with 

Charlie and won his confor-
mation class with Mary Kel-
ley. Karen and Jeff Royer’s 
filly, Triple R’s Rae of Sun-
shine won her age division 
conformation class with Char-
lie, reserve in her Confor-

mation 
Champi-
onship 
and placed 
4th in the 
Grand 

Championship!  Olivia had some 
wonderful rides on her winning 
the Youth 12-17 CTP Grand 
Championship! She was also the 
recipient of the Eddie Moreno 
Memorial Award and Sunshine 
received a beautiful halter for 
winning the High Money Horse 
Award. Ann Day’s yearling colt, 
Diamond Mine, did a beautiful 
job! He stood well for Charlie and 
his conformation was perfect. He 
won both his qualifying class and 
the Wealing  - Yearling Confor-
mation Championship. Way to 
go!!!! Ann’s gelding, WOF’s 
Wind Commander, had a super 
show. Mary Kelley was reserve 

Western 
Grand 
Champion. 
Ruby won 
both her 
qualifying 
class and the 
Youth 
Western 
Grand 
Champion-

ship! She was especially pleased 
with the Equitation and Show-
manship wins. It was the second 
time for her to win the Sara Gwis-
dalla award. We, once again, con-
gratulated Steve and Susan Heu-
slein on the success of Black Mar-
ket Diamond who won his age 
division 
Western 
Pleasure 
class and 
the Open 
Western 
Grand 
Championship! He also won the 
Rea Swan Versatility Award! We 

 

May 2026 be filled with joy,  
laughter, and success for family and 

friends. . . Happy New Year! 



 

Happy New Year!!! 

have sure enjoyed watching 
Brenda and Larry’s gelding B 
& T’s Slamma Jamma all year 
with Mary Kelley and Ruby. He 
is dynamic and is definitely the 

crowd fa-
vorite. Both 
Mary Kel-
ley and 
Ruby won 
their quali-
fying clas-

ses at the International. “Mack” 
was just awesome! We really 
could not have hoped for better 
performances. Ruby  placed 
reserve in the tough Youth Trail 
Grand Championship and Mary 
Kelley placed 4th in the Geld-
ing Championship.  However, 

the Trail 
Pleasure 
Grand 
Champion-
ship was not 
what we’d 
hoped for. 
We all 

thought Mary Kelley and Mack 
were even better in the Grand 
Championship. It was a tough 
class with some great horses. 
We’ll just keep on keeping on 
as we look forward to next sea-
son.  Another barn favorite that 
is fairly new to us is DD’s Hot 

Sauce also 
owned by 
Brenda 
and Larry. 
We have 
loved him 
from the 

moment he arrived. Hot Sauce 
placed 5th in the Men’s Trail 
Pleasure 
Class at 
the Inter-
national 
with 10 
entries. 
Mary Kel-

ley had really consistent rides on 
her mare, WOF’s 
Glamour and Style. 
Julie T. placed 5th 
in a large Amateur 
Trail Class with her 
and Olivia placed 
3rd in the very com-
petitive 12-17 
Youth Grand Cham-
pionship. Congratulations!!! 

RNB’s 
Choco 
Dock’s Mari-
etta and Syd-
ney’s Little 
Honey per-
formed well 
in their clas-

ses. She’s Unlawful aka 
“Bonnie” is really up and com-
ing. She did well in her 3 YO 
classes receiving two 3rd’s and a 
2nd in CTP and Trail Pleasure. 
She is another one to watch for 
next year. Steve and Susan will 
certainly enjoy seeing her mature 
and come into her own.     
Thanks to these great trainers! 
We are so proud of all they have 

accomplished 
this year, and we 
can’t wait to see 
what they’ve 
done by spring.  
Julie Brown has 
worked her hors-
es herself this 
year. Leah has 
come and 
worked with her. 

They have gone to several shows 
as well as working with the hors-
es at versatility events and Virtu-
al Trail Obstacle Competitions. It 
is hard work to do it all on your 
own. Leah 
won her first 
International 
blue this year 
in the Amateur 
Conformation 

      

class with AJ! A tradition has 
evolved for SRF. 
At the Interna-
tional, Julie B. 
made the tough 
decision to retire 
Axel from show-
ing. He has been 
an awesome com-
petitor! For the last 5 years we 
have participated in the costume 
class. SRF 
won again 
this year 
with the 
Addams 
Family 
theme. 
Thanks to 
all who participated!  We were 
also thrilled that Ruby won the 

RMHA 
scholarship! 
For many 
years,  may-
be since he 
was 12 or so, 
Cole Liv-
ingood has 

come to help at the International. 
He does everything from cleaning 
stalls, to washing horses, to haul-

ing them for 
Charlie. He is 
such fun to have 
around. We 
thank him sin-
cerely for his 
hard work and 
great attitude. 
Mary Kelley is 

another one who knows no quit. 
You won’t find anyone who 
works harder. We so appreciate 
all she does! 
While she 
works eve-
nings here at 
SRF, her day 
job as you 
know, is at 

Claibourne. It was in September 
we learned that our Vet, Travis 
McVey DMV, would be going to 
Claibourne to become their “on 
site” vet with Mary Kelley be-
coming his vet-tech. We learned 
he could continue to help at SRF 
when possible. We also can call 
on Dr. Burns in an emergency or 
there’s Rood and Riddle or 
Hagyard  that are not far away. 
Likewise, we have a debt of grat-
itude to Leah for going above and 
beyond. She’s 
always jumping 
in to wherever 
there is need. 
She’s created 
videos, brought  
food and she’s 
just great to have 
around. We also 
appreciate Bryan and Carter for 
cleaning stalls and holding down 
the fort during times when we are 
away at shows. It sure takes a 
team. Charlie manages it all well. 
SRF changed gears after the In-
ternational. Trail riding began in 

earnest. 
Several  
trail trips 
were 
made to 
various 
camps in 
and out 

of state. It was a great month! 

October continued to be a 
great trail riding month. Bob did 
a little 
trail rid-
ing with 
Leah and 
Olivia. 
We are 
blessed to 
have plac-
es to ride that aren’t too far away: 
Big South Fork, Cave Run, 
Carter Caves, Hubble Park etc. 



Julie T. and Mary K. both pur-
chased new horse trailers in 
October. Cheri Prill, graphic 
designer for the RMHA maga-
zine came out an took some 
beautiful photos. We loved 
them! We so appreciate all our 
photographers  -  Scotty, Luka, 
Kate Vaughn  -  what an awe-
some job they do! Erin contin-
ued to work at various festivals. 
In October, she went to Ashe-
ville which is one of her best. 
Ruby has a busy month. She 
flew to TX with the FFA mem-
bers who attained their state 
certification. They went to the 
Stockyards, attended an authen-
tic rodeo and had some fantastic 
food. She competed strong in 
Cross Country. The team won 

their 
Hopewell 
meet. Oliv-
ia went to 
the Nation-
al FFA 
Convention 
where she 

passed her Equine Judging test 
and is a certified judge. We had 

a bonfire 
here at the 
farm one 
evening. 
Several 
folks came. 
It was great 
fun and 
needs to be 
an annual 

event. Bob and I took a beauti-
ful drive up through Red River 
Gorge. It was a little late but 
still very beautiful! November 
was suddenly here. It brought 
an early snow. Lyngle spent 

 
 

some time with the grand kids 
in Hardinsburg and they actual-
ly had to cancel school.  Ruby 
was finishing out the semester  
with sports and academics. The 
State Cross Country Meet, held 
at the Kentucky Horse Park on 
Nov. 1, was challenging and  
exciting for the team. Out of all 
the state competitors, Bourbon 

County 
girls got 
second! 
We were 
so proud 
of this 
group. 
Ruby’s 
coach 
was 

named KHSAA Girls Coach of 
the Year! Ruby later in the 
month, Ruby signed her Letter 
of Intent 
with Lind-
sey Wilson 
University. 
She plans 
to major in 
Exercise 
Science 
which will 
lead to a 
career in 
Physical Therapy. We’re thank-
ful for her scholarship oppor-
tunity as well. Charlie took the 
opportunity 
to deer hunt a 
little in No-
vember. He 
got two  - 
here is the 
buck he got. 
In December, 
Charlie and 
Erin celebrat-

ed their 19th Anniversary quiet-
ly at home. So much was going 
on, they didn’t have a chance to 
get away. We had a few more 
tractor repairs (a new clutch 
among other things) and Charlie 
bought another truck to replace 
the Flex he’d been driving. Our 
condolences went out to Bobby, 
Julie, and Mary Kelley Tucker 
on the loss of their talented 
horse, Firestorm a.k.a. Charlie. 
He was a very special horse to 
the whole family. It is so hard 
when they have to leave us. Just 
before Thanksgiving, Ruby had 
surgery on her nose to repair a 
deviated septum. At one time 
she’d had an injury that needed 
to be repaired. Thankfully, all 
went well. Lyngle’s dad also 
recovered well from his surgery. 
We enjoyed Thanksgiving with 
family and friends as we paused 
to remember how very blessed 

we all are. In December, the 
RMHA announced the High 
Point Awards for 2025 but they 
were not received before the 
December newsletter went out 
so they are posted on the next 
page. So many successes! We 
had a Christmas get together at 
the farm. Friends gathered for 
chicken and dumplings, mashed 
potatoes, salad, coleslaw and 
deserts that were brought by 
friends. Thanks to all for the 
gifts! We had over 20 folks to 
come and, we thoroughly en-
joyed it. Later in the month, Jeff 
and Karen brought Sunshine. 
Our gray cat, Arlene, slipped 
into their trailer and we didn’t 
realize it. She road all the way 
home (to Ohio) with them! For-
tunately, Jeff had to come back 

to the farm a few days later any-
way, so he brought her back. 
LOL. Mary K. found a unique 
Breyer ornament that she gave us 
at Christmas. If you look closely, 
you’ll see a little gray cat on the 
horse’s rump. How special is 
that? I received another wonder-
ful gift recently. Melisse painted 
a portrait of Fancy. She did a 
beautiful job. What a thoughtful 
gift. Erin con-
tinued her 
circuit of fes-
tivals and had 
a very suc-
cessful De-
cember. Her 
hats were at 
Bourbon Boot 
Supply as well as at Mustard 
Seed Hill in addition to the festi-
vals and trunk shows she did. It 
was pretty 
cold in De-
cember. Eve-
ryone bun-
dled up and 
kept on doing 
what needed 
to be done. 
Shelby Davis 
joined the 
SRF crew as 
part of the High School Co-op 
program. We are glad to have 
her. Even though it was cold, 
Julie T. and 
Mary Kelley 
made the 
trip to 
Charit Creek 
Lodge in 
TN for their 
famous 
Christmas 
dinner. The 
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lodge can only be accessed by 
horseback and it has no electricity. 
So the meal is prepared over an 
open fire. WOW. Have I said how 
much I admire these ladies. If 
there’s something they love or 
something they want to try, they go 
for it! Charlie had a couple of op-

portunities to give back to the 
horse community. One was to take 
a horse to introduce to the children 
at North Middletown Elementary. 
More recently, he took Bonnie to a 
4H meeting for some horseman-

ship les-
sons with 
children in 
Carlisle. 
Hats off to 
Charlie! 
Truly it is 
not just 
about train-
ing horses 

but it is a lifestyle of giving, learn-
ing and teaching. Even though we 
include a lot of information about 
the horses that show, we get just as 
excited about the ones in training 
that are learning to accept a saddle, 
or they are going over poles, or 
maybe they are even gaiting better 
than they started out. We enjoy 
seeing that growth. Bob enjoys 
seeing that too. During the warmer 
months, he gave lessons to 6 year 
old Everly, 15 year old Madison  
and occasionally to senior Barbara 
Hopper (she comes “for a lesson” 
but she really just wants some time 
to get her horse fix). Bob, like 
Charlie, really enjoys working with 
all of them and seeing the progress. 
     As we look back over the year, 
a lot of what is in the newsletter is 
about the wins and how the horses 
have excelled. Certainly, that is 
cause for celebration. It is also 
great, though, to see clients gain 
confidence and make strong con-
nections with their horses and with 
each other. We appreciate you all 
so very much! 
 
 

Thank you,  
thank you, thank you  
for another wonderful 

year! 

2025 RMHA High Point Awards 
Show Pleasure 

3 Year-Old Show Pleasure Rocky Creek Farm’s Maverick  Owners, Julie & Bobby Tucker  - 1st 
Geldings Show Pleasure HCR’s After Midnight – Owner, Julie Brown  -  1st 
 
Show Pleasure Rider Awards 
Ladies Show Pleasure HCR’s After Midnight -  Exhibitor, Leah Palmquist (Owner, Julie Brown) -  1st 
Amateur Show Pleasure HCR’s After Midnight - Owner/Exhibitor, Julie Brown  -  3rd 
 
Trail Pleasure 
Stallions Trail Pleasure Silver’s Diamond Dealer – Owners, Julie & Bobby Tucker  -  3rd 
Mares Trail Pleasure Sydney’s Little Honey – Owners, Steve & Susan Heuslein  -  3rd 
Geldings Trail Pleasure B & T’s Slamma Jamma – Owners, Brenda & Larry Watson – 1st 
3 Year Old Trail Pleasure She’s Unlawful – Owners, Steve & Susan Heuslein – 1st 
3 Year Old Trail Pleasure Rocky Creek Farm’s Maverick - Owners, Julie & Bobby Tucker  -  3rd 
Trail Pleasure Championship B & T’s Slamma Jamma – Owners, Brenda & Larry Watson  -  2nd  
 
Trail Pleasure Rider Awards 
Ladies Trail Pleasure  -  Mary Kelley Tucker  -  1st 
Men’s Trail Pleasure – Charlie DeAtley  -  1st 
Amateur Trail Pleasure  -  Leah Palmquist – 2nd 
 
Youth 12-17 Trail Pleasure 
Ruby DeAtley  -  2nd 
Olivia Warner  -  3rd 
Youth 17 & Under Trail Pleasure Championship 
Ruby DeAtley  -  2nd 
Olivia Warner  -  2nd 
 
Country Trail Pleasure 
Stallions Country Trail Pleasure Black Market Diamond – Owners, Steve & Susan Heuslein  -  1st 
Mares Country Trail Pleasure Triple R’s Rae of Sunshine  -  Owners, Karen & Jeff Royer  -  3rd 
Geldings Country Trail Pleasure WOF’s Wind Commander  -  Owner, Ann Day  -  1st 
3 Year-Old Country Trail Pleasure She’s Unlawful  -  Owners, Steve & Susan Heuslein  -  2nd 
3 Year-Old Country Trail Pleasure Triple R’s Rae of Sunshine  -  Owners, Karen & Jeff Royer  - 3rd 
Country Trail Pleasure Champ. Black Market Diamond  -  Owners, Steve & Susan Heuslein  -  2nd 
Country Trail Pleasure Championship WOF’s Wind Commander  -  Owner, Ann Day  -  3rd 
Country Trail Pleasure Rider Awards 
Leah Palmquist  -  2nd 
Youth 12-17 Country Trail Pleasure 
Olivia Warner  -  1st 
Ruby DeAtley  -  2nd 
Youth 17 & Under Country Trail Pleasure Championship 
Olivia Warner  -  1st 
Ruby DeAtley  -  3rd 
 
Western Pleasure 
WOF’s Wind Commander  -  Owner Ann Day  -  1st 
Black Market Diamond  -  Owners, Steve & Susan Heuslein 

 
 
 

You are cordially  

invited  to  the   

Rocky Mountain  Horse 

Association 

Membership  

and    

High Point Awards  

Banquet  

February 21, 2026 

6:00 p.m. 

DoubleTree Hilton 

2601 Richmond Rd., 

Lexington, KY 

 

Youth Silent Auction Event  

Versatility Awards 
Bronze Level 
WOF’s Wind Commander  -  Owner, Ann Day 
Triple R’s Rae of Sunshine  -  Owners, Jeff & Karen Royer 
Honorable Mention 
Elite’s Hallelujah  - Owner, Julie Brown 

Prayers Please 
   Please remember Julie Brown in your prayers. She lost her 
brother just a couple of weeks ago. Scott Zimmerman was only 56. 
You probably remember, she lost her mother back in the summer. 
Our hearts go out to her and her family. 
  Also, Bob lost his Aunt Joyce yesterday. She was his mom’s last 
sibling. Thank you all for being praying people. The Lord is able 
to comfort and give us peace during times of loss. 


